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A Study on the Infection Control of COVID-19 and Changes in Working Style
——Focusing on the Comparison between Japan and Korea—
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Today, the whole world is suffering severe economic and social damage due to the effects of
COVID-19. Despite many countries’ efforts, the pandemic is expected to be prolonged to the 2nd and
3rd waves. There are considerable gaps in the rate of infection and mortality among the countries.
Among the G7 nations, Japan has the best result. One of the most critical backgrounds is the hygienic
culture in Japan. However, Japan's legal system and social control system have caused poor results
compared to South Korea, China, Taiwan, and Vietnam. To secure social stability in this COVID-19
pandemic, new kinds of working and living styles enable balance epidemic prevention activities and
economic activities. As a part of the measure to introduce a new working style, Telework, which
allows labor and education in a safe environment that prevents infection, is now in the spotlight. The
Japanese government recommends workers and entities to use telework up to 70% of their work.
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