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A Comparative Study of Vocabulary Learning Selection by
Japanese Language Teachers and Words Unknown to International
Students Based on the Text of “Sociology”” Written in Japanese

Naoko KOTAKE

This study assesses the extent to which Japanese language teachers can
support international students’ learning in university faculties. Previous studies
have identified limits to how much Japanese teachers can contribute to specialized
vocabulary learning. However, some more recent studies have also revealed that
Japanese learners often do not understand specialized content due to a lack of
general vocabulary, not just a lack of specialized vocabulary. Therefore, this study
conducts the following two surveys.

This research extracts vocabulary from one passage of sociology textbook and
asks Japanese teachers and international students to evaluate whether these words
are necessary for learning vocabulary.

The results identify many cases where Japanese teachers respond that words
known by international students must be learned, but few cases in which Japanese
teachers judged those words not known by international students need to be learned.
This suggests that Japanese language teachers predict words that international

students will have trouble understanding with high accuracy.



