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Dramaturgy on newspaper coverage of Saigon

Naoki OTSUKA

In this section of this paper, the author analyzes Japan’s newspaper coverage
from April to August 1975, which highlighted the aftereffects of the Vietnam
War and how this was particularly portrayed by correspondents within Vietnam.
Moreover, through the analysis of Japanese newspaper articles, the paper aims to
reveal how the end of the war on April 30, 1975, was reported, and how the coverage
had changed in the months that followed.

The main results are as follows. First of all, since the victory celebration held
on May 15, 1975, was reported on, a slight change in the language of reporting could
be observed in the content of the reports of each newspaper company. Specifically,
in some reports from the beginning of June, the word “liberation” came to be quoted.
In reports prior to June 1975, it was a rare thing that this term would be given
emphasis. In the newspaper coverage, it is likely that the quotation marks were
attached to the word “Liberation” and “Liberation of Saigon” to provide a special
meaning to the word or phrase.

Another way in which the language of news reports was used to influence
readers can be discerned in the type of news reports that helped create and enhance
the imaginary boundaries between South and North Vietnam. For example, a report
was made to emphasize the cultural differences of North and South Vietnam,
and commented on the situation between the north and south by using polarizing

language such as the winner and the loser or the enemy and its allies.
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Lastly, the analysis of the news reports of this time period hints at cases of
misreporting. In early June of 1975, it was reported that an anti-government
demonstration occurred for the first time. Here, the anti-government demonstration
referred to protests against the new administration of southern Vietnam. Since
there was no follow-up to this anti-government demonstration story, this report is
likely to be labeled as misinformation. However, this report should not be spoken
of as simple false alarms. This is because the atmosphere of Saigon was such that
an anti-government demonstration could have actually occurred. In addition, it is
also possible to imagine the likelihood that the correspondent was siding with anti-
government demonstration sentiments.

From such an analysis, it is clear that subtle changes in Japan’s newspaper
coverage in terms of the Vietnam War began sometime around the end of late May
1975. It can be argued that the ensuing months of the war were reported on with

specific intent for both for theatrics and perceptual influence of the “news.”



