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Difference in Meaning Based on Connection Type
When “Kanji ga Suru” is Attached to a Noun

Naoko Kotake

Abstract

This paper examined the difference in meaning based on connection
type when “Kanji ga Suru” is attached to a noun. Through a corpus sur-
vey, a sentence selection test on Japanese native speakers, and example
analysis, two findings emerged: First, “Na Kanji ga Suru” softens affir-
mative tones by functioning to indicate a gradual transition. For exam-
ple, when we say, “Kono Hotel Yasuyado Na Kanji ga Suru,” we mean
“This would be a rather cheap hotel” instead of “I feel this is a cheap ho-
tel.” Hence, the sentence bears a casual tone, and this seems a popular
trend, with younger people tending to use it more often than older adults.
Second, “-Da Toyuu Kanji ga Suru” is an assertive expression, while
“oToyuu Kanji ga Suru” indicates people’s instinctive or spontaneous
feelings. For example, when we say, “Kono Tokei Koukyuuhin Da Toyuu
Kanji ga Suru,” we mean, “this watch is more likely a premium prod-
uct.” On the other hand, when we say, “Kono Tokei Koukyuuhin Toyuu
Kanji ga Suru,” we mean, “Wow! This watch looks like a premium prod-
uct, doesn’t it?” Thus, the latter is often used in exclamation contexts,
especially on platforms like Twitter, where people tweet spontaneously
about their views and feelings.
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