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Eugenic Thoughts in Japan
— Descriptions and Comparisons of the Artistic and Academic Genius

in the “Yusei-gaku magazine” with British Eugenic Concepts —

Naoko Tkegame

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is comparing British and the Japanese forms
of eugenic thought, especially focusing on original concepts of artistic
and academic genius in the early stages of the eugenics movement. There
are two tendencies in the British eugenic movement in which the artistic
and academic genius was used as a positive eugenic example of superior
species, and where the hereditary genius was classified by nationality,
race, class—exemplifying the influence of negative eugenics. By survey-
ing articles of the “Yusei-gaku magazine (Eugenics)” and the other eu-
genic magazines that were published during prewar period in Japan, the
author found the characteristic description treated the artistic genius as a
psychopathological symptom. Moreover, the inquiry revealed the classi-
fication of school children in this era often divided them according to su-
perior abilities and inferior abilities. The conclusion is that the assess-
ment of academic abilities in that era often excluded people with genetic
diseases and disabilities, and overlooked the poor.
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