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6 |9 H 11 H (XK) |University of San Carlos (1 HH) 3%/ #&Z#ERY |70

7 |9 H 12 H (K) | University of San Carlos (2 H H) #3% /Fw ** + 7O

8 |9 H 13 H (K) | University of San Carlos (3 H H) #3% /Fw ** + 7O

9 |9 H 14 H (%) | University of San Carlos (4 HH) FW lkE#HLEs |70
PR
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Analysis of Planning and Managing the Overseas Experiential
Learning Program:
“Multicultural Field Study in the Philippines”

Yoshihiro KOBARI

The paper is an autoethnographic study of the program planning and
management of an overseas experiential learning program in the Philippines offered
as a credited year-long “Multicultural Field Study” course (4 units) with onsite
cultural learning and fieldwork activities during the summer break (usually around
a 2 week-visit in September) in the current curriculum of the Department of Multi-
Cultural Communication in the Faculty of International Relations of Asia University.
In addition to student safety and security, a faculty member in charge of the course
(the author) is solely responsible for the planning of student activities and managing
an entire program abroad and is crucially required to play multiple roles with a wide
range of planning, teaching and management skills, as a producer, facilitator and
coordinator in the preparatory phases and the implementation of the program.

Although autoethnography as a research method has both advantages and
limitations, the study incorporates aspects of personal experience and self-
observation into analytic ethnographic practice to chart a stream of work that has
sought to enhance student learning in the planning and management of an overseas
experiential learning program. The author’s background in academic research
experience in linguistics (applied linguistics and sociolinguistics), comprehensive

understanding of Philippine society and culture, and preferred view of students’
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learning styles, is identified as an influential factor which has causal relationships
with the nature and design of student fieldwork-based activities.

Some distinctive aspects of the Philippine program are highlighted in a series
of program modifications conducted over the last 7 years (6 visits to the Philippines)
from 2013 to 2019, in increasing opportunities of exchange with Filipinos and
grassroots-level exposure to Philippine culture and society. These changes of the
program were practically made following the “Comfort Zone Model” of adventure
(outdoor/field) education based on the hypothesis that people need to go out of their
comfort zone to a growth/learning zone for personal growth without dropping into a

panic zone.






