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Miriam Blaylock is one of the most attractive vampires in the history of
American literature. Strieber mentions that her ancestors were aliens who
settled on the earth in ancient times. They created almost all of the living
things on the earth, and were indispensable to the justice and meaning of
the world. They were nearly immortal beings and were at the top of the
food chain. They called themselves “the Keepers” who evolved the apes into
the human, keeping man as man keeps cattle. Her family members were dis-
tinguished human breeders who had friendly sentiments toward people; her
family helped them to invent Egyptian civilization. Strieber states that Miri-
am and her mother Lamia inspired many artists to create great works. For
this reason, we must notice that Miriam’s significance to human history was
outstanding.

Although the Keepers had been the secret masters of mankind, the inno-
vative progress of human technology threatened them and they are now
“just shadows hiding in dens, their numbers slowly declining"” due to the
falling birthrate and the massacre by the human. They appear in the human
world only to hunt, and are called “vampires.” In spite of the tragedy that
struck her kind, Miriam, the intellectual vampire of great beauty has gained
riches, honor, and power, making the best use of newest technology. In order
to assuage her overwhelming loneliness, she has taken human lovers and
has given her supernatural qualities to them by blood transfusion. However,
all of them have found themselves suddenly and rapidly getting old after
several hundred years; all her previous lovers are locked in coffins in her at-
tic, unable to die but continue to live forever in vegetative state.

Miriam’s current companion John Blaylock, who was given this gift of im-
mortality in the 18" century, suddenly starts aging at a rapid rate in the late
20" century. Hoping to help her beloved husband, Miriam makes contact

with Sarah Roberts, a brilliant gerontologist whose research work may hold
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the secret to a youthful immortality. Meanwhile, driven by his bloodlust and
bitter hatred toward Miriam, John kills young Alice, a music student whom
Miriam is planning to transform. Eventually Miriam puts John's withering
body in a coffin while weeping. It is particularly worth of note that Strieber
uses Tennyson’'s poem 7Tithonus as an epitaph for The Hunger, he compares
John to Tithonus, and Miriam to the Goddess of Dawn Eos.

After losing John, Miriam decides Sarah to be her new companion. It is
true that Sarah is irresistibly fascinated by Miriam but she is transformed
into a vampire without her consent. As a result, Sarah kills her loyal boy-
friend Tom Haver for his blood. Struggling with an overwhelming sense of
sin, she attempts suicide and loses a large amount of blood. Miriam consigns
her to the attic crying bitter tears. It is amazingly impressive that Strieber
tells as follows: “Before this experience Miriam had never imagined the
heights that could be reached by a human being who was groping toward
the truth of love.”” We must be deeply moved by the integrity of Sarah who
sacrificed her life for true love, refusing to be an immortal being.

Although she is greatly shocked by Sarah’s undauntedness, Miriam de-
sires to bring her back to life. After reading Sarah'’s scientific papers, Miriam
succeeds in her attempt to resuscitate Sarah. Miriam lives with faithful Sar-
ah and young Leo in her beautiful house and owns a thriving nightclub in
New York. But she really wants her baby in order to continue her species.
So she makes up her mind to find an ideal lover of her kind at the conclave
in Chiang Mai. But she is astonished to know that all the Keepers in Asia
were destroyed by CIA officers led by Paul Ward. She heads to Paris for the
purpose of telling the European Keepers that they are imminently threat-
ened with extinction. But the Keepers in the Denfert-Rochereau ossuary ig-
nore her warning and the special forces led by Paul massacre all of them. To

her amazement, Miriam herself is attracted to him “as if he were the stron-
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gest, finest male Keeper in the weave of the world.””

Miriam becomes aware that Paul Ward prepares to investigate her night-
club where a crime reporter was killed by Sarah in a panic. Paul falls in love
with Miriam at first sight. In contrast, Miriam has mixed feeling of love and
hate toward him. It is unbelievable for her that she becomes pregnant be-
cause interbreeding is impossible. Therefore, she senses that he must be of
her kind and she is as happy as can be.

Sarah, who devotes self-sacrificing love to Miriam, regards Paul as a mor-
tal danger, and tries to feed this vampire hunter to Leo as her first human
meal. As Paul attempts to kill Miriam, Sarah shoots him and he is fatally in-
jured. Though Sarah feels relieved, Miriam frantically demands Sarah to
save his life. Miriam explains as follows: According to the Book of Names,
Keepers tried to “escape from the need to eat human blood. The result wasn’
t good. We'd created human beings with the speed and power of Keepers. So
we destroyed all the family lines, except one.”” She suggests that Paul is the
last survivor’s son. It is widely known that the offspring of a vampire and a
human, a dhampir, possesses certain unique powers in combating his vam-
piric family members. Paul the dhampir has been a prominent vampire hunt-
er, but Miriam wants her chance to try to reach his huge heart; she wants
him to be her new husband and is confident that she can win his true love
through her feminine attraction.

Examining the fetus, Sarah informs Miriam that her son has normal hu-
man organs and 90% Keeper blood. Moreover, it is miraculous that the tiny,
unformed eyes of the fetus are staring his parents out of the monitor of the
ultrasound machine. Miriam sheds tears of joy, while Paul plans to slaughter
this vampire who is delighted with the health of her child in her belly. Nev-
ertheless, in the midst of the grapple with her, Paul is impressed that Miri-

am loves him from the bottom of her heart and she desires him to love their
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son ; Miriam and Paul make the vow of their marriage.

Suddenly, a woman CIA officer who belongs to Paul's team shows herself,
and shoots Sarah to death. We may be disappointed to know that Paul turns
out to be an obsessive vampire hunter, breaking sacred vows so easily. He
tries to murder Miriam, but he cannot kill his own child. Accordingly, Miri-
am and Leo make good their escape.

It is remarkable that the most part of The Hunger and The Last Vampire
is narrated from the perspective of the vampires. Miriam feeds on blood of
the human, but she always has an attachment to the human. We will never
forget the agony of Miriam Blaylock who has tried so hard to give the gift of
eternal youth to her human lovers. It should be noted that Miriam has a
very strong will and she lives positively no matter how hard and painful it
is. We must lament Miriam’s death which Strieber mentions in his third
novel of the vampire series Lilith’s Dream, but her individualistic character

will live in our hearts forever.
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