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TIT 48 592,512 19 2,235 0.39
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by 2y A | 39 705,393 33 -10 -0.00
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a v T REIAE -310 0.2
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The Importance of Regionality in REDD-plus Policy
— Case Study in Tanzania

Takashi Fukushima

Recently, REDD-plus policy (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and
Forest Degradation, and Enhancing Forest Carbon Stocks in developing countries)
has been a focus of attention. This is one of the climate policies to reduce
Greenhouse Gas emission by avoiding deforestation and forest degradation. REDD-
plus is now under the institutional building stage and will be included in the new
climate framework (post-Kyoto).

As the project and fund scale will be large (on (sub-)national level), both
developed and developing countries have high expectations for REDD-plus. In
a reflection of countries’ interest, the international discussion mainly focuses on
technical and economic aspects (i.e. monitoring system, incentive mechanism and
baseline), but the social aspect is relatively low focused. Therefore, the material of
this paper is to show the importance of regionality in REDD-plus from case studies
in Arusha State, Northern Tanzania. This paper also shows the project potential and
the appropriate project style or the approach of research field.

Tanzania has high expectation for REDD-plus, because it is a country that has
suffered from high deforestation (worst fifth in the world) and has only two CDM
projects. It has two REDD-plus programmes for capacity building (UN-REDD
programme and Norway — Tanzania Initiative), but there are still many problems
such as inadequate forest data sets, inadequate government capacity, and insufficient
experience.

The research results in three villages of Arusha State are as follows:
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* Local people in three villages daily depend on the forest for firewood, timber
for building, local medicine, and so on.

+ All three villages have past experiences of deforestation, mainly because of
the expansion of settlement and plantation (by population growth), illegal
logging, overuse of firewood and timber, and overgrazing. However, they have
no custom of replanting after cutting trees.

+ Ekenywa Village: It is in a dry area and they need two hours to reach the
nearest forest. Forest is decreasing mainly because of overgrazing.

+ Sakila Village: It is very close to the natural forest, but the forest is decreasing
at a terrific speed because of the high demand for timber. The reasons for
the high demand are as follows: Farming has been slowed down by the long
drought and the fall of international coffee prices. There is also a timber plant
near the village.

* N’Giresi Village: Many villagers feel that deforestation doesn’t happen, as
they have the custom of replanting and forest conservation. There are two
reasons: The first reason is that they had the soil conservation project funded
by foreign donors in the 1990s, and they organized a local group for forest
conservation based on these activities and experiences. The second reason is
that they have many tourists of Cultural Tourism Programme, and villagers
recognize the importance of the forest as a tourism attraction.

Even in the same district of the same state, there are many differences in forest

conditions and in the causes of deforestation. In conclusion, it is important to take
care of regionality in institutional design of REDD-plus policy. In that respect, this

paper can show the REDD-plus potential of Arusha State.
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