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A Study of Socialist Kitsch in China

Yoko TAKAYAMA

This paper analyses the Socialist Kitsch, which is characterized by Red
Souvenirs with Maoist Style. Red Tourism is a sort of contemporary Chinese tourism
with links with the Patriotic Education Campaign after the 1990s, initiated by the
Chinese Communist Party. Red Souvenirs that tourists often purchase at Red Tourist
sites such as the revolutionary museum, the revolutionary martyrs memorial hall, and
the birth places of political leaders, are not only tourist kitsch but also Maoist kitsch.
Though Maoist Style from the Yan-an Conference in 1942 to Mao’s death in 1976,
had rapidly fallen into decay because of furious disgust at its cut-and-dried formula,
it could have recovered value as a commercial commodity with the boom in Mao
revival in the 1990s. It was the time when some people with a sense of alienation
from rapid economic development, had felt nostalgic for the Mao period; the time
equality was appreciated. Furthermore, commercialization of propaganda posters
with Maoist Style had positively proceeded depending on Red Tourism development,
popularly appreciating history and memory of the Revolution. The word kitsch has
a bad taste and low quality in the West, where authenticity is traditionally put at the
top of aesthetic hierarchy, but it doesn’t necessarily connote such a negative value
in East Asia, where that hierarchy is not strongly influential on the tourist market.
Discussing the difference between the Western concept of authenticity and the
East Asian one through analysis of Socialist Kitsch could bring us a new aspect of

tourism studies.



