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Kynev), Pravovye i politichekie osovennosti predvaritel’ novo otbor partiyami
kandidatov na rossiskikh vyborakh 2016 goda, 16 June 2016, https://komitetgi.
ru/analytics/2896/ [ 16/8/3].
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Russian Parliamentary Elections in 2016: competition and
control in a competitive authoritarian regime

Kengo NAGATSUNA

This paper analyzes institutions, campaign and results of Russian parliamentary
elections on September 19, 2016. Russia can be classified as a typical competitive
authoritarian regime. So it is important to clarify ‘competitive’ aspects and ‘control’
aspects in this election process.

Russian political structure consists of three layers. On the first layer, President
Putin and his allies rule Russia and decide fundamental policies almost autocratically
by controlling mass media, courts, state companies, civic organizations and other
main institutions.

On the second layer there is room for some groups of people to advocate
democracy, human rights, free political competition, and so on. They are, however,
often blocked by local administrators, security officials, grassroots conservative
activists and others on the third layer.

In 2011, after December parliamentary elections, people on the second layer
protested against election fraud and made street movements in many big cities. Being
alerted by this movement, the Kremlin elites on the first layer announced some kinds
of liberal political reform, including liberalization of party formation, lowering of
the election threshold, and appointment of a respected human right activist as central
election committee chief. At the same time, the Kremlin authorities tried to secure
their victory by bringing back single member constituencies (a plurality system) with
some aspects of gerrymandering. The 2016 parliamentary election was carried out

under this (sometimes nominal) liberalized election institutions.
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As a result, the ruling United Russia party won two third of seats, while
no serious protest against election fraud occurred. So the Russian competitive
authoritarian system successfully stabilized itself. The election turnout, however,
was extremely low (48%) and people were not so enthusiastic about the election
result. Therefore, the Kremlin authorities might reconsider somewhat their way of
governing before the 2018 presidential elections, although we cannot say whether

they will strengthen control or increase liberal competition.



