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The Interim Report of the Burma Special Research Commission on
Japan and the Great East Asiatic Sphere Countries: A study of the relationship
between wartime economic regulations and nation-building in Burma
Asuka Mizuno

Abstract

This paper analyses the Interim Report of the Burma Special Research Commission led by Dr. Ba Han,
Dr. Ba Maw’s older brothers. It also depicts the entire objectives of Dr. Ba Maw’s efforts in reconstruct-
ing the national economy of Burma during the World War II.

The Burma Special Research Commission conducted a study tour of Japan and other countries
belonging to the Great East Asiatic Sphere between 10 May 1944 and 2 August 1944, when Japan’s
war prospects deteriorated rapidly. The Commission had the official responsibility of studying the meth-
ods adopted in all these countries towards their national civilian war efforts. Based on its findings, the
Commission had to recommend ways to reconstruct Burma as an integral part of the Great East Asian
Sphere. However, the real purpose was not the official one.

The facts finding here are as follows; the first objective of the Burma Special Research Commis-
sion was to negotiate with the Japanese Army in Tokyo about ending their unrestricted procurement
of commodities into Burma. The second objective was to study wartime regulations of civil supply and
transform the economy by implementing a new economic system to reconstruct the national economy

after the war. The second objective was the ultimate goal of Dr. Ba Maw’s New Order Plan.
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