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The teaching objects are partially ordered both from
logical and psychological standpoints, but in the teaching
practice, one has to arrange them in a linear order.
Prof. Numano has proposed a simple method for doing
thisD.,

Let (M, —) be a finite partially ordered set; elements
a, b of M are “teaching objects”, and a—b will mean
that “a should be taught before b”’. For acM, H(a),
L(a) are defined as Card {x]a—x}, Card {x|x—a} respe-
ctively. For a, b&M, write a~b if H(a) =H(b), L(a)=
L(b). The relation ~ is an equivalence relation. For
M/~, we can introduce the linear order as follows. We
shall denote with (a) the equivalence class represented
by a. Write (a)<(b) iff L(a)<<L{b), or L(a)=L(b) and
H(a)>H(b). This relation<is clearly a linear order.

Now the method of Prof. Numano is to arrange the
teaching objects according to this linear order, the equi-
valent objects being arranged arbitarily.

It is remarkable that this simple method can be used

with success in a number of cases as Prof, Numano
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showed in his book%)I have noticed, however, that this
method may not be successful in several other casesz.)
I can explain, these successful and unsuccessful exam-

ples. More fundamental problem lies, it seems to me,

in the choice of “teaching objects”.
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