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Volunteering and Moral Issues:
Why Does a Person Volunteer?

Michiharu Kurita

Abstract

Volunteering is an activity that appeals to what might be called
“new minds,” to people who put the concerns of the greater civil
community above those of blood relatives and ethnicity. Rous-
seau understood this mind quite well and asserted that it was the
key to the creation of a healthy nation.

Japanese students perceive volunteering in one of three ways.
First, there are those students do see volunteering as a “splendid
activity.” Such people see volunteering as worthwhile. Second,
there are those students who view the activity as being ordinary.
They assume a matter-of-fact attitude toward it. Third, there are
students who see it as hypocritical, an activity devoid of altruism
and performed solely for self-satisfaction.

The last-mentioned group perceives the act as self-serving,
whereas it is the motivation — the impulse to serve one’s need
— that fulfills this function.

Human beings are the only animals that do not get rid of the
weak. Humans do not as a rule abandon an aged parent or a sick
friend or sever contact with the handicapped. On the contrary,
human society has deviated from the survival-of-the-fittest law of
nature to embark on a culture that mourns and memorializes the
dead.
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