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Abstract

During the long history of culture exchange between China
and Japan, China has almost always played the role of teacher.
But the situation changed in the late 19th century. The student
became the teacher at that time. Many Chinese went to Japan to
study. As a result, Japanese literature influenced modern
Chinese literature very much in the 1920s and 1930s. The con-
tribution from Japanese literature can be summarized as fol-
lows: a) As a kind of medium. Chinese students studying in
Japan began to study European and American literature through
Japan. They read and translated European and American litera-
ture into Chinese through Japanese editions. b) As a kind of en-
lighten. Modern Chinese literature was directly inspired and
stimulated by Japanese literature and developed into a signifi-
cant revolutionary trendsetting literacy movement.
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