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The Sorrows of the Founding Father

—Comte——

Tomoyuki Okui

Abstract

Auguste Comte is usually regarded as the founding father of
sociology. He lived in the chaotic age after the French Revolution
and offered an original social theory he called “sociology.” It is the
most important theoretical breakthrough to establish a new disci-
pline. But his social theory is not held in high esteem today, and he
wears an air of sorrow in the history of sociology. In this paper, I
review his checkered life and his magnificent theory. Through this
approach, I intend to show that he is undoubtedly a sociologist of
our age. (I am planning a new book on the history of sociology. This
paper corresponds to the second chapter of the new book.)
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