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Considering Social-Studies Teaching Models Focusing
on the Role of the Government

—— Social Participation through the Relationship
between Local Government and Residents —

Tomoko Miura

Abstract

Lowering the national voting age to 18 requires young people in Japan
to determine political matters at an early age. This study presents an
educational model for social studies in order to develop the ability for
social participation. In general, educational models aimed at cultivating
the ability to participate in society contain elements of “participation,
experience and interactivity.” These are, however, features of the teach-
ing method. The criteria to be used to select the educational content have
not yet been revealed.

In this study, I suggest that social-studies teachers present the role of
administration by focusing on the relationship between a local govern-
ment and residents. The subject matter is ‘CHIBA Repo,” which is an
application program on the Internet for community development by the
citizens of Chiba City. People who have registered as reporters live in
Chiba City, and travel to workplaces or to schools therein. They have to
submit information, such as comments about defects with respect to
public facilities and problems that happen in their daily lives, as well as
photos germane to the complaints. The city should be improved by the
opinions of its citizens. The lessons provide students with opportunities
to take part in CHIBA Repo. This study analyzes the outcomes of the
lessons and how students change based on the practice they get in a
junior high school.
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